Institutional Declaration on the occasion of
the Cochlear Implant Day in plenary session
of the Spanish Government Senate

On February 23, the Plenary of the Spanish Government Senate approved an
Institutional Declaration on the occasion of Cochlear Implant Day that was
signed by all parliamentary groups. The reading was in charge of the First
Secretary of the Senate Table, Senator Fajardo Palarea, of the PSOE.
In this, the AICE Federation (Federation of Associations of Cochlear Implants of
Spain), belonging to EURO-CIU and under the protection of CIICA, is
recognized for its commitment and its continuous work of so many years in
defense of the needs and rights of the collective.
This recognition of cochlear implant users and, in particular, the AICE
Federation comes after a long and laborious process of awareness and political
pressure. The Cochlear Implant Day was celebrated in Spain for the first time in
2009, with AICE being its main promoter. The purpose of the celebration is to
disclose to society in general the technical help that the cochlear implant device
represents, with which most of the bilateral profound sensorineural deafness
can be alleviated by recovering part of the lost hearing. But also ask healthcare
providers and policy makers for their inclusion in all areas and adequate
provision of this hearing aid.
After years working in the diffusion and in the pressure for the improvement of
the provision of C.I. by Public Health, this year the Spanish Government
Senate, with the initiative of the socialist group (PSOE), and thanks to the joint
work with the socialist senator Esther Carmona, the AICE Federation has

achieved the official visibility of the group of cochlear implants users, also
achieving the unanimity of all the political groups that make up the Senate.
We reproduce the Institutional Declaration below:

Institutional Declaration on the occasion of
the Cochlear Implant Day
The cochlear implant is a technical hearing aid, covered by the National Health
System, which allows people with severe or profound deafness to hear and
understand oral messages. There are currently 18,000 cochlear implants in
Spain and 500,000 in the world.
This February 25, the 64th anniversary of the placement of the first cochlear
implant in the world is celebrated, an event that is commemorated in more than
65 countries.
The Covid19 has seriously affected this group and deaf or hard of hearing
people, by adding the mandatory use of masks that create serious
communication barriers, which can lead to social isolation.
The different facets of cochlear implantation programs: detection, selection of
candidates, surgeries, programming, rehabilitation, must progressively recover
their pace of performance prior to the Covid19 pandemic.
In 2018, the WHO (World Health Organization) declared deafness and hearing
problems a global priority, placing them on a political agenda, raising
awareness in society, committing to seek solutions and fighting to improve the
lifes of those who face this problematic; therefore, it created 3/3 as World
Hearing Day. In many countries, Hearing Week is already celebrated, which
begins with Cochlear Implant Day (2/25) and ends with Hearing Day (3/3), in a
synergy that completes the spiral, closing the circle.
The Senate of Spain on the occasion of the International Cochlear Implant Day,
expresses its solidarity with the cochlear implant users, their families, the
related professionals and transfers its recognition to the AICE Federation that
attends to them, represents them and that this 2021 celebrates its 25th
anniversary, for their commitment and continuous work for so many years in
defense of the needs and rights of the group.
Senate Palace on February 23

You can see the complete intervention here:
https://youtu.be/Wo1KRaNr_9Y

