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In a country of  1.4 billion — how do we 
deal with these numbers?
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The Numbers…

• Total population with HL: 63 million (Garg et al., 2009, National 
Medical Journal of  India) 

• Prevalence: 6.3% of  population has disabling hearing 
loss (WHO, 2018) 

• 25 million babies are born in India annually 
• 100,000 babies are born with profound hearing loss 

annually 
• Congenital deafness: 4-6 per 1,000 live births (National Sample 

Survey, 2001)
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Workforce Gap

Profession Estimated 
Available

Ideal Need (WHO 
Benchmark) Gap

ENT Surgeons ~8,000 (AOI) – (CI specialists 
fewer)

Limited CI-specialized 
surgeons

Audiologists / 
SLPs 2,500–6,000 ~56,000 >50,000 shortfall

AVT / Re/hab 
Specialists <1,000 trained ~10,000+ Severe shortage

(Refs: AOI; IHS; WHO Workforce Benchmarks; National Disability Report 2023)
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GAP

Screening

Diagnosis

Cochlear 
Implant

Mapping

Habilitation

Follow up
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Bridging the Gap!
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Screening NHBS & Adult Screening
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Skilling Community & Caregivers
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Importance of  the right fitting of  
Listening Devices
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Importance of  Habilitation
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Tele-practice
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Training & 
Fellowships –

ENT, 
Audiology, 

Habilitation

Skilling up 
community and 

caregivers

Tele Practice

Strengthen 
Early 

Detection

Funding for CI, 
Mapping, 

Habilitation

National 
Registry and 

accountability

Health 
Insurance Cover 
– CI, mapping 
& Habilitation

Bridging the Gap
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From Numbers to Impact

• Universal newborn hearing screening 
• Affordable CI access for all ages 
• Invest in human capacity (AVT, mapping, re/hab) 
• Develop data systems for follow-up & outcomes 
• Strengthen public-private partnerships
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Beyond the Numbers… 
Let every voice be heard! 

Let’s move from counting numbers to creating 
impact together!!!

Thank you!
Vahishtai J Daboo 
Founder & Principal Consultant


