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Early Audition Starts with the Family

Do we need to be taught how to respond to a newborn?

&7

We are wired to notice, interpret and respond.




Serve and return — five everyday interactions

From aninfant’s first signal to a shared conversation

~ ' 4
' 4

Notice Respond Give it

Begin

the Serve a Name Again
 Follow the Support and Connect meaning Keep the
baby’s focus encourage to the moment baby respond. interaction going

dr, are you tired?...

R

-Ooooooh; how sleepy are

e l.
| =« OOOOh’ that yawn'j you, of course, that's it.

A baby’s gesture becomes communication when an adult notices and responds.

Adapted from the five-step serve-and-return sequence in the original CIICA draft.



VERIFY @ Make the trial

RECD - prescriptive targets P Y'Od u Ct ! ve

). Verif Support
:‘)’» accegs ;ffo) the family

QUANTIFY /ﬁ

Aided audibility - SII

OBSERVE
e % @ Observe “ Act early if
amily suppo lustenmg benefit is limited
l TKAQK | a K The trial should inform action —

Use - functional progress / not delay earlv iMPldV\tﬂtiOV\.

NICE TA566, 2019 - Mylanus et al., European consensus, 2026 - Cortical measures: potential adjunct, not a validated standalon e Cl decision



The missing pathway: parent support

Start at dmgnos:s Continue a(or\gSIde audiol oglca( care.

> AUDIOLOGICAL PATHWAY

O———@)

Screening Diagnosis Hearing aid trial Cl Follow-up

FAMILY PATHWAY

v, ®) > g8 Ty

Emotional support Accessible Video feedback Responsive interaction Coaching at home
communication

= A real example: Miinster Parental Programme
29 parents - 24 children - improved parental re5ponsweness (p=.002)

Glanemann et al., 2013 - Kelly et al., 2022 - FCEI-DHH, 2024 - Results measure parenting behaviour, not long-term language outcomes



Children vs. ChatGPT

A final thought about what makes early learning possible

A CHILD AN Al COMPARISON
A few years q2,000 years

The baby is already learning. Why are we still waiting to support the family?

holinguistics, 24 June 2025 - Rowland et al., Trends in Cognitive Sciences, 2026 - Analogy, not a literal experiment
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