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Manifesto

HEARING HEALTH FORUM

HEAR pillars of the HHF

Hearing Loss Awareness
Early Prevention/Screening
* Access and Care

Research

Awareness of Cochlear Implants
remains low across EU countries

Share of respondents who have never heard
of cochlear implants
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Policy Manifesto:
Launching a European
Hearing Health Strategy

2024
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Launched in

Belgium 10/2024
Germany 3/2026
Spain 10/2026

Promoted on LinkedIn

Read and support our
Policy Manifesto!

Like, comment and share
to bring hearing loss higher
on the political agenda.

EBCIU https://www.hearinghealth.eu
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HEAR pillars of the HHF

* Hearing Loss Awareness
e Early Prevention/Screening
* Access and Care

* Research

Hearing loss can reach far
beyond communication.

Mental
Health

Physical
Health

Source: EHIMA evidence paper (2025)
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Mental Health & Hearing Health

HEARING HEALTH
FORUM

Hearing health and brain
health are closely connected.

(y of dementia cases worldwide
0

are linked to hearing loss.

Studies identify hearing loss as the
#1 modifable risk factor
for dementia.

World Alzheimer's Day

September 21, 2026

7% Up to 3x 48% less
higher risk cognitive decline
of dementia of developing over three years
cases are dementia. Mild in at-risk adults
attributable to| |oss doubles risk; who received
hearing loss. | severe loss triples it. hearing care.

Gﬂ Healthy hearing supports healthy ageing.
- Hearing loss must be treated early!

Source: Lin et al. (2023), Livingston et al. (2024)

HEARING HEALTH :
FORUM #WorldAlzheimersDay

Launched in LinkedIn
170 infographics — 8 videos
5000 views

World Mental Health Day
10 October 2026

The link between hearing loss and mental health
must be recognised as a public health concern. "’
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MEP Alex Agius Saliba

Group of the Progressive Alliance
of Socialists and Democrats in
the European Parliament

#WorldMentalHealthDay

HEARING HEALTH :
#HearingHealth

FORUM EU

< heaning MED®EL @ ESCJ|U |nttps://www.hearinghealth.eu




Manifesto

HEAR pillars of the HHF

* Hearing Loss Awareness

* Early Prevention/Screening
* Access and Care

* Research

Systematic screening
is essential

WHO calls for universal, systematic screening for
sensory impairments

Screening should be integrated into routine school
health checks

Early identification prevents long-term impact on
language, learning, cognition and social development

Screening must include referral pathways and
follow-up mechanisms

Early detection + timely care
= better lifelong outcomes

HEARING HEALTH World Hearing Day
FORUM EU 3 March 2026
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Cheaning MEDCEL

HEARING HEALTH FORUM

Awareness

Overcoming stigma through policy action supports
informed, timely access to care.

HEARING HEALTH
FORUM

Education

Hearing Care Opens
Doors to Education o]

$3.9 billion per year

estimated global cost of educational support
for children with unaddressed hearing loss

With cochlear implant

more children can access mainstream
education and require less specialised support

Source: WHO (2017}, Neve et al (2021}

HEARING HEALTH
FORUMEU  @m

LC )

S —

Launched in LinkedIn
170 infographic posts

8 video messages

Hearing is fundamental for
learning and participation

Hearing loss can affect speech, language and
cognitive development

It can hinder educational achievement and future
employment opportunities

Early diagnosis and treatment improve learning
outcomes and inclusion

Hearing health is education policy

HEARING HEALTH

World Hearing Day
FORUM EU 3 March 2026
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Lectures for seniors
Why our older brain needs a good hearing

Manifesto

HEAR pillars of the HHF Waarom heeft ons ouder wordende brein

een goed gehoor nodig?

* Hearing Loss Awareness Healthy Hearing, Healthy Ageing
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Manifesto

HEAR pillars of the HHF Exchange with the Committee
on Public Health (SANT),

European Parliament

* Hearing Loss Awareness 2nd March 2026

 Early Prevention/Screening
e Access and Care
e Research

Q by HHF to MEP

In the light of the ‘Healthier Together initiative, can the Commission clarify the following:

1. How does the Commission plan to strengthen|prevention and early detection |of hearing loss across Member States?

2. What actions will the Commission take under EU4Health and related initiatives to improvel access to hearing care and reduce environmental factors

contributing to hearing loss?
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HEAR pillars of the HHF

* Hearing Loss Awareness
 Early Prevention/Screening
 Access and Care

* Research

16 MEPs from 6 Fractions

HEARING HEALTH FORUM
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> Parliamentary question - E-002380/2026 Download
m European Parliament

Strengthening prevention, mental well-being and healthy ageing
through improved hearing health

9.6.2026 > Answer in writing

Question for written answer E-002380/2026/rev.1

to the Commission

Rule 144

Manuela Ripa (PPE), Tomas Zdechovsky (PPE), Dan-Stefan Motreanu (PPE), Liudas Mazylis (PPE), Eleonora Meleti (PPE),
Jagna Marczutajtis-Walczak (PPE), Elena Nevado del Campo (PPE), Alex Agius Saliba (S&D), Vytenis Povilas Andriukaitis (S&D),
Ondrej Krutilek (ECR), Elisabetta Gualmini (Renew), Ciaran Mullooly (Renew), Majdouline Sbai (Verts/ALE), Mounir Satouri
(Verts/ALE), Sebastian Everding (The Left), Merja Kyllénen (The Left)

At a time when the EU is facing growing mental health challenges and increasing pressure on healthcare systems, hearing health remains insufficiently integrated
into prevention and mental well-being strategies. Yet untreated hearing loss affects more than 57 million EU citizens and is closely linked to social isolation,
depression and cognitive decline. Hearing loss is also considered the leading modifiable risk factor for dementia, with the potential to reduce individual dementia
risk by up to 8 %.

Despite the availability of effective and affordable solutions, many people requiring hearing care remain untreated. Strengthening prevention, early detection and
access to care could therefore play an important role in supporting healthy ageing, improving quality of life and reducing the long-term burden on healthcare
systems across the EU.

In the light of the ‘Healthier Together’ initiative, can the Commission clarify the following:

1. How does the Commission plan to strengthen prevention and early detection of hearing loss across Member States?

2. What actions will the Commission take under EU4Health and related initiatives to improve access to hearing care and reduce environmental factors
contributing to hearing loss?
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HEAR pillars of the HHF

* Hearing Loss Awareness

* Early Prevention/Screening
* Access and Care

* Research

HEARING HEALTH FORUM

#EUHPP Live Webinar

Advancing Adult Hearing Screening in Europe:
From National Practice to European Action

DR. SHELLY PHILIPPE SEIDEL UNIV.-PROF. DR.-ING.

CHADHA Leroy, MSc UWE BAUMANN

World Health AGE Platform Europe Goethe University Frankfurt
Organisation

DR. PATRICK
D'HAESE

Hearing Health Forum

CAROLINA
KLOTZ, MA

Hearing Health Forum

12 NOV 2026 14:00 - 15:15 CET

do, 12 nov., 14:00 - 15:15 CET

#EUHPP webinar: Advancing Adult Hearing
Screening in Europe

@ Online

https://ecconf.webex.com/weblink/register/r31fa75bc54898a4a49755€915e8919e8
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Our Concern about the Penetration ofCochlear Implantation Olh""’erp
Reimbursement of Single Sided Deafness PD4A76r/r 2005
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* Hearing Los 4 %alﬂ‘ﬁgiggs‘.j o <10% sweder Availability of Cochlear Implantation for Adult Patients with
* Early Prevention/Screening e . Single-Sided Deafness
i Van de Heyning P et al. Ann Otol Rhinol Laryngol 2008;117:645-652
° ACCGSS Ca re Tok Netherons 21Y Clin SSD: Eur Arch Otorhinolaryngol 2026;2
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7,7% Holder, 2018 Audio Infos 365
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5% Australia
0.3% (65-74 yr) Stevens, 2011

Penetration of Cl in adults 59 (18-20y) Stevens, 2011 D’Haese P et al. 2026 Audiol Res 2026 On line

¢ publiations by P BH <109 Access Economics, 2006
publications by aese AP

** various audiological criteria across countries

Experience HL Seeking help Diagnosis Therapy - Care Results and FU
Timeline: The Earlier The Better
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Our Shared Vision

We are creating a universal symbol that 1S
understood worldwide and raises awareness
of people with hearing loss, without
stigmatization.

| aunch Events

B German launch: September 19, 2026
European limited pre-launch: December 3, 2026

Global launch: March 3. 2027 = WHD

Experi

e, OB esults and FU
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