
Paul Van de Heyning MD PhD                                                        Patrick D`Haese MBA PhD                                                                      Tobias Fisher  

From Awareness to Action: The Four HEAR Pillars of the Hearing Health Forum

B
https://www.hearinghealth.euBrussels 22-23 October 2026

Disclosure: PV Research Grants MED-EL & Cochlear to UZA;
                         PD Employee MED-EL

Manifesto

Mission

Raise awareness on hearing health 

& the human and economic cost

 of untreated hearing loss in Europe

https://www.hearring.com

Corporate Director of Awareness and Public Affairs MED-EL
Free University of Brussels , Belgium

President
European Association of Cochlear Implant Users

International non-profit association under Belgian law

HEAR pillars of the HHF
 

• Hearing Loss Awareness
• Early Prevention/Screening
• Access and Care
• Research 

Prof. Em. Otorhinolaryngology  & HNS 
University of Antwerp,  Belgium 

Founding Board Members Hearing Health Forum
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Launched in

Belgium     10/2024
Germany     3/2026
Spain          10/2026

Promoted on LinkedIn
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HEAR pillars of the HHF
 

• Hearing Loss Awareness
• Early Prevention/Screening
• Access and Care
• Research 

Launched in LinkedIn
170 infographics – 8 videos

 5000 views

Mental Health & Hearing Health

Dementia

Manifesto
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HEAR pillars of the HHF
 

• Hearing Loss Awareness
• Early Prevention/Screening
• Access and Care
• Research 

Launched in LinkedIn
170 infographic posts
      8 video messages
 

Awareness

Education

Manifesto
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Lectures for seniors
Why our older brain needs a good hearing
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Exchange with the Committee 
on Public Health (SANT), 

European Parliament
2nd March 2026

Q by HHF to MEP
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HEAR pillars of the HHF
 

• Hearing Loss Awareness
• Early Prevention/Screening
• Access and Care
• Research 

Manifesto

Exchange with the Committee 
on Public Health (SANT), 

European Parliament 2 Maart 2026

16 MEPs from 6 Fractions
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HEAR pillars of the HHF
 

• Hearing Loss Awareness
• Early Prevention/Screening
• Access and Care
• Research 

Manifesto

https://ecconf.webex.com/weblink/register/r31fa75bc54898a4a49755e915e8919e8
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Severe HL Threat

Loss of QOL

Social Isolation

Depression

Cognitive Decline

Huge Costs of HL

Experience HL Seeking help Diagnosis Therapy - Care Results and FU
Timeline: The Earlier The Better

Penetration of CI in adults

Belgium 1/1/2026

D’Haese P et al. 2026 Audiol Res 2026 0n line

HEAR pillars of the HHF
 

• Hearing Loss Awareness
• Early Prevention/Screening
• Access and Care
• Research 

Our Concern about the Penetration ofCochlear Implantation
Reimbursement of Single Sided Deafness

Van de Heyning P et al. Ann Otol Rhinol Laryngol 2008;117:645-652 
21 Y CI in SSD: Eur Arch Otorhinolaryngol 2026;283: 4269-4285 
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Experience HL Seeking help Diagnosis Therapy - Care Results and FU
Timeline: The Earlier The Better
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